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a firft perfon who appears upon undoubted evidence to 
have tranflated the whole Bible was the famous John 
Wickliff. This work was finifhed and publifhed by him 
fometime before the year 1381. The tranflation was made 
from the Latin Bibles then in common ufe, or which were 
ufualiy read in the church; for though he was fenfible of the 
preference that was due to the authority of the Greek and 
Hebrew text, he was not fufficiently acquainted with thefe 
languages to make them the foundation of his verfion. Not- 
withftanding this difadvantage, Wickliff’s tranflation was a 
production of great importance and utility, having been a con 
fiderable ftep in that reformation in religion which was begun 
by him, and which paved the way for the more eminent alte- 
rations that afterward took placee An Englifh verfion of the 
Bible has been attributed to John Trevifa, a native of Corns 
wall, and vicar of Berkeley in Gloucefterfhire, and is faid to 
have been executed in 1397. The fact, however, is, that he 
tranflated only a few texts, which were either painted on the 
walls of his patron’s chapel ia Berkeley-caftle, or are fcattered 
in fundry parts of his works. The fuccels which Wickliff 
Vou, XXV. 633. 20 met 
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met with, gave encouragement to fome of his followers to re. 
= his tesuilistion, or rather to make another, lefS ftriét and 
rerbal » and more z erecable to the fenfe. In Wickliff’s origi« 


nd 


a undertaking he did not a&t without proper afilt fants, an id the 
pains they took were very laud: able, and indeed judicious. 

The next tranflation, which is of fufficient confequence to 
be here particularly mentioned, was that by Tindal!. It in- 
cluded the whole New Teftament, and was finifhed at Ant- 
werp, where, or at Hamburgh, it was publifhed in the year 
1526. Such was the offence taken at it by Archbifhop War. 
ham and Bifhop YTonftall, that they hurled furious cenfures 
azainf the tranflator and his adherents; and the latter of thefe 
Prelates purchafed far the greater part of the impreflion, to 
prevent its difperfion among the mats of the people. This 
circumitance was. of ss, advantage to the work ; for 
Tindall was enalled, by the fale of his book, to give more 
correct editions of itto the publi ice Not content with opening 
the treafures of the New ‘Teftament to the Chriftian world, 
he formed the deiign of adding to ft a verfion of the Old 
Teftament. This — rn he did not live to complete. Th 
Pentateuch was tranflated by him, and printed at Hamburgh ia 
15305 and in the next year he publithed an Englith verfion 
of the prophet Jonah. It has been fuppofed, that, previoully 
to his deceafe, he finifhed all the Bible, excepting the Apocry- 
plidy ¥ which: was. tranflated by Rogers. But it appears moft 
probable that he tranflated only, the hiftorical partss Tha 

ge ed by 

int with the fubject; neverthelcfs, it 
Was a great cffort for a fingle man, clpecially confidering the 
period in which helived. An author who cannot be expected 
to be partial. to him, but whofe, liberality. of mind sues above 
all prejudices and diftin&ions (we mean Dodtor Geddes) 
thinks that * thotgh Tindall’s . is far from beioga pei fedt 
ew firft tranflations will be found preferable to 
Doder, & how litsle obfolete 

e language of it is, even at this SES and in point of perf{pi- 
euity.aod aoble fia citys prepricty of idiom and pusity of 
Ale, no Ex Lif 1 ve er wa has yet furpafied its”? Doétor Geddes 
has farther declased, that, if he had been inclined to make any 

ior Englifa verfion the ground-work of his own, it would 
cettaiply have been Tindall’s. And that perhaps he fhould 
have done this, if their Hebrew text had beenthe fame. Such 
a teftimony to the merit of ‘Tindall places him high in the 


Tindall’s verfion has many faults, will be acknowled 
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In confequence of the gradual prevalence of Proteftant 
principles, a rifing folicitude appeared for the diffufion of the 
Bible in the mother tongue. Archbifhop Cranmer was parti- 
cularly zealous in this refpeét ; and accordingly, notwithitand- 
ing the oppofition of Gardiner and his party, he obtained, 
through the influence of Queen Anne Bullen, an order 
from the King, for anew tranflation of the Scriptures. This 
was in 15343 andin the next year the whole Bible was finifhed 
atthe prefs. From the rapidity with which the work was 
executed, it is evident that Cranmer and his aflociates muft 
have had it in previous preparation. The chief burden of the 
undertaking lay upon Miles Coverdale, a divine whom we 
have formerly characterifed in his proper place, and from 
whom this verfion was called “* Coverdale’s Bible.” It is 
alfo often called Cranmer’s Bible; and it is the firft Englifh 
Bible that was allowed by royal authority, and the firft tranflae 
tion of the whole facred writings that was printed in our lan- 
guage. Archbifhop Cranmer did not reft in what he had 
already done. His mind was fo intent on introducing a free 
ufe of the Scriptures by able and faithful tranflators, that he 
divided an old Englifh tranflation of the New Teftament into 
nine or ten parts, and caufed thefe parts to be tranfcribed into 
paper books, which he diftributed among the moft learned 
Bithops, and others ; requiring that they would perfe€tly cor- 
ret their refpe€tive portions, and return them to him ata 
limited time. When the day came, the only perfon who did 
not fend in his proper part to Lambeth, was Stokefly Bifhop of 
London. What was the refulr of this undertaking is not 
afcertained. 

Thomas, Lord Cromwell, concurred with Cranmer in pro- 
moting the reading and ftudy of the Scriptures. In fome in- 
junctions which were publifhed by him, as the King’s Vicar- 
General and Vicegerent in ecclefiaftical matters, it was or- 
dered, * that every parfon, or proprietary of any parifh-church 
within the realm, fhould provide a book of the whole Bible, 
both in Latin and alfo in Englifh, and lay it in tive choir, for 
every man that wifhed to look and read therein; and fhould 
difcourage no man from reading any part of the Bible, either 
in Latin or Englifh.” Such a permiffion could not fail of 
tending to produce a great revolution in the minds of our 
countrymen. 

In the year 1537, another edition of the Englifh Bible made 
its appearance, which had been printed at Hamburgh, or Mar_ 
purg, by Grafton and Whitchurch, It bore the name o¢ 
202 Thomas 
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Thomas Matthewe, and was fet forth with the King’s licence, 
In this edition great ufe was made of ‘Tindall and Coverdale ; 
and the New ‘leftament was Tindall’s verfion. In faé the 
whole tranflation is reprefented to be no other than that of 
‘Tindall and Coverdale, fomewhat altered. ‘That the name of 
Matthewe was a feigned one is univerfally allowed, and that it 
was aflumed for prudential reafons; one of which . was, that 
the reader’s obligation to Tindall might be concealed, his me- 
mory being {till odious to a great number of perfons. John 
Rogers, before mentioned, a learned academic, and the-firft 
who was condemned to the flames in the reign of Queen 
Mary, is underftood to have been employed by Cranmer ia 
fuperintending the edition, and in furnifhing the few emenda- 
tions and additions which were thought neceflary. At the in- 
terceflion of the Archbifhop, Lord Cromwell again exerted 
his influence with Heary the Eighth, and bis vicarial authority 
in recommending the Bible to public notice: And fo well 
pleafed was our worthy Prelate with his Lordfhip’s effeual 
interpofition, that he expreffed himfelf in the following terms 
of pious gratitude and affection: “ I doubt not but that 
hercby fuch fruit of good knowledge fhall enfue, that it hall 
well appear hereafter what high and excellent fervice you 
have done unto God and the King; which thall fo much 
redound to your honour, that, befides God’s reward, you thall 
obtain perpetual memory for the fame within this realm.— 
This deed you fhall hear of at the great day, when all things 
fhall be opened and made manifett.”’ 

In 1538, a quarto New Teftament, in the Vulgate Latin, 
and in Coverdale’s Englifh, was printed with the Kings li- 
cence. Thefe repeated attempts to enlighten the body of the 
people with the knowledge of the Scriptures could not fail to 
excite great jealoufy in the adherents to Popery. ‘There was 
nothing which they dreaded fo much as vernacular tranflations 
of the Bibte. Atthe requeft of King Henry himfelf, Grafton 
had obtained a permiffion from Francis the Firft to printa 
Bible at Doris, on account of the fuperior {kill of the works 
men, and the comparative goodnefs and cheapnefs of the paper. 
But, notwithftanding the royal licence, the inquifition inter- 
poled to prevent the execution of the defign. The French 
printers, their Englith employers, and Coverdale the cor- 
rector of the work, were fummoned to appear before. the in- 
quifitors 3 and the impreflion, confifting of 2500 copies, was 
feized and condemned to the flames. In confequence, how- 
ever, of the avarice ot the officer who fuperintended the burn- 
ing 





























































icence, 
erdale ; 
act the 
that of 
ame of 
that it 
'» that 
is me~ 
John 
e-firft 
Queen 
ner ia 
enda- 
ne in- 
certed 
rity 
well 
ual 
terms 
that 
fhall 
you 
nuch 
thall 
n— 
ings 


atin, 
» li- 
the 
1 to 
was 
ions 
ton 
ita 
rke 
ef 
er 


ich 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 245 


ing of the books, fome chefts of them were fold to a haber 
dafher, for the purpofe of wrapping his wares. When the 
alarm fubfided, the Englifh proprietors who had fled from 
Paris, returned to that city, and not only recovered fome of 
the copies which had efcaped the fire, but brought with them 
to London the prefles, types, and printers. This tranflation 
took place in the latter end of the year 1538. Early in 1539, 
Grafton and Whitchurch printed the Bible in large folio, and 
prefixed to it a beautiful frontifpiece defigned by Hans Hol 
bein. In the text, thofe parts of the Latin verfion which are 
not found in the Hebrew or Greek are inferted in a fmaller 
letter ; and a mark is ufed to denote a difference of reading 
between the Hebrews and the Chaldees. Matthewe’s Bible 
was revifed, and feveral alterations were made in the tranflation, 
particularly in the book of Pfalms; but the prologues and 
notes of the edition of 1537 were wholly omitted. This 
third edition of the Scriptures has been called the “ Bible in 
the large or great volume,” and has been fuppofed to be the 
fame which Grafton obtained leave to print at Paris. If it 
was a different impreffion, it was ftill under the chief care of 
Miles Coverdale, who compared the tranflation with the origi- 
nal Hebrew, and improved it in many places. 

In the courfe of the fame year, another Bible was printed 
by John Byddell ; and the conductor of it was Richard Ta- 
verner, who had received his education at Chriftchurch in Ox- 
ford, and was patronifed by Cromwell, when Secretary of 
State. It was probably on account of Taverner’s great {kill 
in the Greek language that he was encouraged by his patron to 
undertake this work, which is neither a bare revilal of the 
Englith Bible jutt defcribed, nor a new verfion, but between 
both. Many of the marginal notes of Matthewe’s impreffion 
are adopted, many omitted, and others inferted. ‘Taverner, 
in his dedication to the King, exprefles a proper fenfe of the 
difficulty of a good tranflation of the Scriptures. Such a 
tranflation, he thinks, could fcarcely be accomplifhed by one 
or two perfons ; and that it would require the deep conferring 
of many learned wits together, and a full proportion of time 
and leifure. After Cromweli’s death the influence of the 
Bifhops, who were addicted to the Romifh religion, procured 
Taverner’s imprifonment in the ‘Tower upon account of this 
work ; but he had the addrefs to reinftate himfelf in the King’s 
favour, and his verfion was read in churches by royal au- 
thority, 

(To be continued.) 
The 






























































































































246 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 

The HISTORY of an unfortunate ROYAL CAPTIVE, 
(Concluded from Page 233.) 

= Duke of B**** had taken the minifterial fide 


from policy, and was now preparing to leave it—He 
vifited my guardian ; I was introduced ; the Duke appeared 
ftruck by my figure. I was not lefs fo with him, his gallant 
deportment, his perfuafive eloquence darted enthufiafins 
through my frame, and I fecretly wifhed to fhare his glory; 
when he took leave I followed him infenfibly along the court, 
My hat fell from my hand, without perceiving it; I walked 
til] an attendant delivered it to me and received my thanks ; 
when, at the found of my voice the Duke looked back, my 
eyes were fixed on him, he politely demanded if his power 
could ferve me? 

“ Take me with you,” replied I eagerly, * let me fight 
for you, let me die when you die !”” 

“ Gallant youth, have you reflected on the horrors of war? 
Have you reconciled yourfelf tothe fhame of defeat? Have 
you taught your heart to reftrain the exultation of victory? 
All are dangerous to the untried foldier; the advantages of 
conqueft are too often converted into cruelty, and defeat has 
many forrows; among which, ill-timed fhame is not the 
leaft: Return, confult the Count de Marfan, you fhall hear 
from me, you deferve not neglect.” 

How noble was this franknefs in one who was unverfed in 
courtly ceremony, or at Jeaft had forgotten it. The Duke 
departed. 

“ MayI goto the wars?” faid Ito my guardian on en- 
tering the parlour—* Will you grieve? Promife me you will 
not, and I will immediately prepare for the ficld. But my 
dear, my kind parent, for fo | mutt call you, if my company 
or converfation can foften your hours I will not ga—No, my 
heart is fully devoted to you, and claims no {uperior objet— 
Ah ! Sir—where may I find your equal in this uneven world?” 
My guardian was affected : He could not refolve at that mo- 
ment to part with me, but promifed to inform my friends of my 
inclination, and requeited me to be fatisfied with his affiduities 
and his truth. 

** Tam not capable of doubting you, my excellent moni- 
tor ; yet, tell me, O tell me, where 1 may find my father !” 

“© Be not precipitate, you may prove the deftruction af 
yourfelf and friends: Beware of dangerous curiolity; you 
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may one day know your father” —(here my guardian fighed 
deeply.) ‘© He may pre efs you to his bofom.—-He cannot Tove 
you more than [do;” faying this, while a tear ftole down his 
cheek, he retired. 

Man muft facrifice hourly for his exiftence.—He mutt bid 
his wifhes die as they arife : They grow by being fed, till in 
the multiplicity peace is loft, fince not one in three « can, during 
his fhort period of time, be fulfilled. I was obliged to fore- 
go my thirft for military honour, together with the defire of 
knowing my father—I took my Seneca, and read c ny Cares 
away. 

Reading gently lulls the perturbed fpirit, yet, we frequently 
fee] an impatience arifing from difappointment or defpair, 

which too forcibly withdraws us from. tae beft blefing. In 
converfing with the venerable fage whole {pirit whifpers t hrough 
every line, ve become reconciled to unpleafa: it circumftancese 
In running back we learn that the brave and good have ever 
felt in common with mankind. 

When evening approached, a carriage driving haftily 
through the court, rouzed me from my meditations; my 
guardian ran to the door, and a beautiful girl fprang to his arms 
—It was- Emily.—lI had alfo advanced, but ftepped back that 
I might lay no reftraint o: 1 endeart ments fo tender and facred. 
Amidtt broken expreflions of joy and enquiries, which waited 
noreply, the father ufhered his lovely daughter to an apartment 
adjoining thatI had entered; her brothers became the fubjeét 
of her firft enquiries: My guardian gave her a bricf account 
of their intended route with the Duke of B****, when the 
replied, * I hoped to have found my brothers here, my dear 
father; my felf-love perhaps blinded my reafon—I could not 
improve them, I could not teach them the hard leffons of the 
world.” 

Finding myfelf under the neceffity of over-hearing th 
converfation of Emily and her father, T seeteetianaly, took my 
hat and {trolled down the garden; not that I was unintereftcd 
in any delight my guardian could tafte, but I thought it ua- 


) 


manly to remain within hearing of two perfons, who were 
pouring out their fentiments unconf{cious of my fituation— 
delicacy is due toall, Chance direéted my fteps to a bower of 
woodbines.—I threw myfelf on the bank, and fiched | fora 
father into whofe bofom I might rufh, as Emily did tomy 
guardian’s. ‘The v hole expanie was full of beauty, it waited 
for the melting touch of a Claude of Lorrain, before whom na- 
ture ever lay in charming luxuriance. I was contrafling the 
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lily with the rofe, when my guardian, who had lightly ran over® 
the turf, accofted me. I enquired why his fons did not accom. 
pany his late illuftrious vilitor, he told me the Duke only 
came to fee me. 

«¢ But come, my dear young friend, I havea gueft to whom 
I muft introduce you: She is worthy your protection, and to 
your honour I could for ever confide my Emily.” 

I congratulated this worthy man on the treafures he poflefled 
in his children. —He introduced me ; and] faluted Emily with 
an agitation never felt before. Her converfation was directed 
to her father, my ear hung on her accents, my eyes on her face, 
till fhe fuddenly threw a glance that ftruck me to the foul, 
Abafhed, I turned towards the window, while a fignificant 
filence heightened the confufion of my fenfes :—Yes, there 
are delicious moments, when filence muft be felt, and the heart 
fwells with that fine delirium which arifes from the hope of 
being fecretly underftood !—Yet—what did I with Emily to 
underftand? I had never before feen her: My feelings had 
not progreffively grown into love, nor had there been time for 
creating efteem in the bofom of the charming maid; what 
then were my wifhes ?—I had but one, it was that of for ever 
liftening while the ftole my peace.—Night fummoned me to 
retire either to my books or reft—I chofe the former. Hence 
hoary advifer ! faid 1, throwing the venerable Antoninus from 
my hand; thou art much too cold; my heart is burning! 
Happy had | been could my ttrength of mind have proved fuf- 
ficient to oppofe this languor ere it grew oppreilive! My 
judgment, my underftanding, and even my thirft for glory were 
weakened: So was I formed, and my internal conflicts I fear 
will end but with my life ! 

Ye, who would furmount the pleafing melancholy of the 
tender paffion, feck not folitude! her fhades are delufive! 
Peace is not within them! There will the image of your foul 
engrofs you; from thence will the world and its boiftcrous at- 
tendants be fhut out, and you will fced on the delicious poifons 
of memory till you languith life away !—I was reftlefs through 
the night, arofe in the morning before the family were moving, 
and roved over the adjacent hills: The dew lurked gliftening 
in the bofom of the cowflip, the birds broke not their fong at 
my approach, my hesrt was grateful for its exiflence: The 
words of my guardian “ to your honour I could for ever con- 
fide my Emily,’ 
there not a warning in the generous fentiment? Yes! He 
had fucdenly appealed, he had made a Icegue with my honour 
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for the future fecurity of his deferving child! His boundlefs 
confidence proved the eftimate he had formed of my princie 
ples, and ought to have given me delight, On the contrary, 
I faw difficulties rifing from the noble candour of the father, 
to check my infant paffion for the daughter; he had be- 
queathed her to my honour, not to my affection. 

Oh how induftrious is the human mind in creating felf+ 
affliGion, and refining on it by the force of imagination, till 
we no Jonger ftruggle with unutterable love, but willingly 
fink to reft! Under this ficknefs of the fancy does many a 
tender and delicate maid d:oop like a chilled flower | 


(To be continued.) 





To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 

N the Univerfal Mufeum, or Complete Magazine, for 
Otober, 1764,” is an “ Effay on the true Caufes of the 
Decline of the French Nation,” which attributing the ill fuc- 
cefs of the French, in the Jaft war, to the prevalence of female 
influence, in a debauched Court, concludes with the follow- 
ing curious and remarkable extract; which, if you think de- 
ferving a place in your Weekly Entertainer, is at your fervice, 

from 


A CONSTANT READER. 





THE free and unbiaffed Parliaments of France abound 
with men whofe talents put them on a level witha Pitt, a De- 
mofthenes, a Cicero, or a Montefquieu 3 there are hundreds of 
great men in different ftations and employments, I mcan, of 
the middle clafs; but they muft hide themfelves from fame, be~ 
caufe they dare not produce their ideas—the hair fufpended 
horrots of the Baftile keeps them in conftant awe. They 
are obliged to conceal the ftrong fpirit of liberty, with which 
they are inflamed, under the mafk of loyalty and attachment 
to the Monarchy. ‘They remonftrate with force and eleva- 
tion, againft every meafure that tends to the prejudice of the 
provinces they protect. They can go no farther, but they 
await the moment to ftrike the blow which fhall lay the fa- 
brick of defpotifm in ruins; when this blow is ffruck, the 
effects of it will be equal to thofe of magic 5 the cottage will 
be put on a level withthe palace; the peafant with the Prince. 

VoL, XXV, 633. a? Ranks 
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Ranks fhall be confounded ; titles, diftin€tions, and birth, hhall 
tumble into an, undiftinguifhed heap of. confufion. A new 
moral creation fhall ftrike the view of an admizing univerfe; 
and France, like Old Rome in her firft fights to empire, thall 
appear with the {ceptre of univerial dominion bourgeoning in 
her hands; out of univerfal confufion order fhall arife; the 
great nature’s creating will aflume their places—and the 
great, by title or accident, drop defpifed into the common elafs 
of the people. : 





Account of a fhocking Murder lately committed at Vienna. 


APTAIN STEPHEN VEGHELT, of the Hungarian 

guards, was of a noble family ; he joined to an amiable chae 
racter, a number of talents, anda vaft erudition. He had been 
employed by the Court of Vienna feveral times in miffions to 
different Courts, particularly to that of, Ruffia, and every time 
he returned he was loaded with prefents by the Miniftry; he 
enjoyed an independent fortune, and being of an aeconomical 
difpofition, without being avaricious, he always had his cheft 
filled with a coafiderable {um of money in gold, and in. bank 
notes. 

Two privates of his company, of the life guards, both no- 
blemen, confpired to murder and rob him, ‘The horrid crime 
they executed on Janyaty 23d, 1795, at {even in the evening, 
while the Captain was on duty of infpection, and was obliged 
not to quit the palace of the guards ; allthe life guards were 
about the play-houfe, and the grooms in the ftables. - Thefe 
two ruffians, one named Ordody, 27 years old, and the other 
Szames, of the age of 30, eatered the Captain’s apartment, 
and defired him to {moke a pipe with them ; he refufed civilly, 
faying he had {pent the night at a ball, and he wilhed to go to 
bed early ; but after their infilting, he was obliged to confent, 
The moment he ftooped to take a charcoal from the fire, one 
of thefe montters firuck him on the head with a boot jack, 
which ftunned him, and he fell on the ground; he however 
recovered, and fell upon the villain, but the other ftabbed him 
with his fabre, and then both of them fell upon him, and cut 
him to pieces with their fwords; they then proceeded and 
emptied his cheft. The next day their victim was found 
bathed in his blood.— The ftrongett fufpicions fell upon a man 
who taught him the Englifh language, and called every day on 
Captain Vegheli, ad who was put in fetters. 

The 
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The aflaffins, however, from the time they had committed 
this murder, vifited all the dancing houfes, where they fupped 
in much fplendour, which attracted the attention of their 
comrades, the life guards, who were aflured that cheir fortune 
amounted to no more than their daily pittance. On the 27th, 
they informed Baron Spleny, the Captain-Licutenant of the 
guards, of whatthey faw. It was refolved to aflemble a Secret 
Committee, and it was determined that all the life guards 
fhould fuffer themfelves to be fearched; the whole coakaikd, 
except Ordody and Szames, who faid that it would be a dif- 
grace to the corps. Several of their noble comrades fell upon 
the murderers, fearched them by force, others ran to their 
rooms in the barracks, and broke open their trunks, where they 
difcovered part of the moncy and jewels of which their offi- 
cer had been robbed. The two ruffians were immediately 
laid in irons, and the poor linguift was enlarged; the corps of 
the life guards then proceeded to collect 200 florins, to in- 
demnify the poor teacher for the lofs of fo good a pupil. 

It was ordered that a fcrutiny fhould take place amongft 
thofe guards; they for the future will be compofed only of 
officers who have already faced the enemy. When the crimi« 
nals were transferred to the ftate prifon, their comrades at- 
tempted to cut them to pieces, in order to fave the difgrace to 
the corps, and to the Hungarian nobility, to have two mem- 
bers expiate their crimes upon the {caffold ; but the troops of 
the garrifon defended the victims of juftice againft their come 
rades. 





ACCOUNT of fome remarkable FROSTS. 


HE following obfervations on the moft remarkable frofts 
upon record, ever felt in Great Britain, fince the com- 
mencement of the tenth century, may be a matter of curiofity 
and amufement to many of our readers. 
In the year g08 moft of the rivers in England were frozen 
over. 
In 923 the Thames frozen over at Limehoufe thirteen 
weeks, 
In 998 the Thames frozen five weeks. 
A froft on Midfummer-day, 1035, fo intenfe that all the 
corn and fruits in the kingdom were deftroyed. 
In 1063 the Thames frozen fourteen weeks. 
2P2 A froft 
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A froft in England (with a very few days thaw) from No- 
vember 1075, to April 1076. 

From January 14, to March 22, 1205, a very fevere froft. 

From November 14, 1433, to February 10, 1434, the 
river Thames was frozen below Bridge to Gravelend,. 

A thirteen weeks froft in 1683, and another in 171 5- 

Another froft began December 24, 1739, and continued 
nine weeks very fevere. 

In 1784, we bad a yery intenfe and long froft ; the coldeft 
day was on the 12th of February, when Farenheit’s thermo- 
meter in the open air ftood at 25. viz. 7 below the frecz- 
ing point.—This was the fharpeft frofty day that had been 
fince the above-mentioned froft, which began December 24, 
1739 3 in this froft it was that boiling water expofed to the 
air in the night, froze in 12 min, 7 fec. fo as to form conge- 
lated {piculz, vifible to the naked eye: This froft commenced 
on Chriftmas-day 1783, and continued till the latter end of 
February, and was followed by a moft delightful {pring, and 
plentiful harveft, 

We had another fevere freft, which began in November, 
1788, and a prodigious quantity of {now fell in the northern 
parts of this kingdom ; though but little in the fouth ; it cone 
tinued till the 21{t of March, 1789; the moft intenfe night 
was on the 7th of March; but this was not fo intenfe as that 
on the 12th of February, 1784; and neither of them was fo 
cold as two or three days in the late froft have been, for the 
thermometer was at 27 on the 24th of December, 1794, on 
the 23d of January, 1795, at 32, and on the 2gthof January, 
at 34 degrees below the freezing point in the open air, or two 
below 0, 





ACCOUNT of the CHINESE GOVERNMENT. 
HOUGH the Chinefe records are extant, yet, in fact, 


they are loft to us, from their being written in a language 
not underftood by the European miflionaries, from whom 
alone we have received our information ; accordingly the in- 
confiftencies of thefe good fathers with themfelves, and their 
contradictions of one anether, point out the fource of their 
intelligence to be no other than the vague rerorts of ignorant, 
or, it may be, defigning individuuls. 
The extreme referve of the Egyptian pr'efls, their contempt 
of foreigners, and above all, a total ignorance of the hieroglys 
phic 
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phic language, in which the facred and political records were 
written, had kept the Greeks who vifited Egypt equally in 
the dark, and made their inconfiftencies and contradi€tions run 
parallel with thofe of the European miflionaries. 

Plato {pent thirteen years in Egypt, yet how little do we 
learn of the country from him! ‘This feems to confirm the 
report, that he gave up his time to trade, dealing largely in the 
importation of oil from Attica, of which the Egyptians were 
semarkably fond. I muft add to this anecdote the following : 
—* Exercitatus oft apud Arifionem Argivum, paleftritam, nec 
defunt qui in Ifthmo luétatum effe dicant.’’ D1oG. LAER.—The 
union of the wrettler and oi]- merchant with the exalted title of 
the divine philofopher, affords a notable example of the nature 
and verfatility of the Greek genius. 

In early times China, like all other regions of great extent, 
was uncer the government of feveral lithe Khans, or Caciques, 
independent on each other, but limited at home. Thefe petty 
princes, in procefs of time, fell under the dominion of one, 
who, by the nature of conqueft, became a defpot. 

Before the firft Tartar conqueft, the adminiftration under 
the Emperors was in the hands of eunuchs; as thefe could 
have no family, the Emperors were heirs to their fortunes. 
On the fame principle, the entire family of every criminal 
who fuffers death is totally extinguifhed. The exiftence of 
two fuch cuftoms afcertain the character of the government. 
One of the Emperors would have abrogated this inhumaa 
law ; it was faid to him, ** Do fo, when you govern men 3; 
flaves are not men.”—The Emperor might have replied, 
Thefe flaves would have been men, had it ‘not been for the 
councils of fuch knaves as you are, 

Daughters cannot inherit, becaufe they cannot facrifice ta 
the manes of their parents. —T hat is, they are forbidden to 
facrifice, that they may not inherit, and thereby their fortunes 
become efcheats to the Prince. Such is the logic of def- 
potifm. 

The whip and the cudgel are the principal engines of Chi- 
nefe government. Is a favourite courtier baftinadoed to-day ? 
he will come out to-morrow without a blufh. A flave may be 
mortified, he cannot be dithonoured. 

OF all the people on the earth the Chinefe have the ftrongeft 
paffion for commerce; the government takes advantage of 
this fpirit, and grinds the merchants by exceflive extortions ; 
the merchants have no balance againft thefe preffures but in 


the deceits and tricks which they practife on each other, and 
ill 
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Rill more upon foreigners; the magiftrate connives at the 
frauds by which he is a gainer.—After all, is not the knavery 
more in the ruler than in the trader ? 

Among the inhabitants of China, the peafants alone might 
have fome degree of happinefs from their innocence and in- 
duftry ; but fuch is the undiftinguifhing f{pirit of tyranny, that 
they derive no advantage from their virtues, opprefled and 
ruined by thofe two pefts of defpotifm, arbitrary taxation and 
the corvée.—By corvée is underftood all fervices forced by 
government on the peafant, without payment or confidera- 
tion. Thanks to the good-fenfe and fturdinefs of our an- 
ceftors, there is no fuch word in our language, becaufe there is 
no fuch thing in our police. 

In civil matters there is no appeal from the decifion of the 
judge.—Appeal implies fubordination ; defpotifm knows no 
fuch thing: the delegate of adefpot is himfelf a defpot. The 
limitation of his power would be a precedent againft the go- 
vernment of the Sovereign; it would deftroy the fimplicity of 
the machine, which has but two fprings—command and 
obedience. 

Through all the regions of the earth defpotifm has, and can 
have, but one character; this uniformity fprings from the na- 
ture of the thing, the thing itfelf from the nature of man ; 
not as Montefquieu would have it, from a hot fun, and the in- 
fluence of climate : It was not a laxity of fibre that enflaved 
the Mofcovite. 

I cannot take leave af Mr. Pauw without profeffing the 
higheft efteem of his genius and erudition. The foundeft 
conjecture criticifm in things which are open to proof, the moft 
ingenious in fuch as are not, diftinguifh his progrefs through 
the natural hiftory of man, from the favage of Canada to tie 
polifhed citizen of Athens. 


State of the Ecclefiaftical Revenues in Flanders and 
France. 


IGH finecure churchmen, like vermin, contrive to daz- 

zle from contiguous darknefs, and ftill are fuffered to 

flourith in the furrounding ruins!’ One Bifhop has church- 

rents to the enormous amount of 300,000 florins! And yet 

even be is not the primate. 

The bad effeét of money upon the human heart feems to be 

fatally undeniable. It is not the ecclefiaftical charater, at 
9 leatt 
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leat .in Flanders, that can refaft it :—a chara&ter which, gee) 
nerally {peaking, every where, with fome advantage from fuf- 
taining ftudy, and from long-continued habits, for the moft 
part neceflarily good and holy. 

Of the Archbifhops in France, before the revolution, one, 
the Archbifhop “of Paris, had~40,006!. fferling a year; yet, 
when he run away to Chamberri, he left behind him a debt of 
2,000,000], Another French Archbifhop, too infamous to be 
mentioned but in acriminal procefs from the jeweller whom 
he cheated, was plunged deeper in debt, though his revenues 
were 48,000l,a year. The Flemith Bifhop above-mentioned 
was alfo in diftrefs from debt, and was aCtually allowed by his 
creditors to. 12,000 florins a year. 

The officiating clergy are very kindly kept out of tempta~ 
tions from all pecuniary excefs. In Flanders, as in France 
before the: revolution, they.are known rather by their labours 
than-their rewards. ‘There is no living 1 could hear of more 
than 1001, a year. Scatcely/any are above thatfum; and the 
greater part.of the parochial clergy have but 10l. or. 15). a 

eare 

The.cure of Conflans, the refidence of the Archbifhop, 
the Lambeth, therefore, of Paris, had but 13h fterlinga year. 
On the parochial clergy I am not qualified) to {peak largely. 
I pafled a few hours with three of them, They were fine 
tempered men 3 and though not comparable to Englith cler- 
gymen, who generally {peaking are for various knowledge, and 
tor the powers of converfation, the firft order of men that 
I have feen; yet they were fufficient. ‘They were not 
amufing or elegant, but they were judicious, 





The BAILIFF OUTWITTED. 


Gentleman in the neighbourhood of Oxford, who had 
been lately liberated from the King’s Bench prifon, on 
making terms with his creditor, thought proper to celebrate his 
birth-day in the country, forgetting however that he had other 
claimants, at whofe mercy he lay. A bailiff, who held a wrié 
againft him, hearing of his arrival, and fufpecting a fhynefs, 
devited a plan for getting accefs to him, which was by taking a 
hare in a bafket directed to the gentleman; but his face being 
recognized by the fervant who came to the door, inftead of 
introducing Mr. Catchpole, he told him his mafter was not at 
home; and no fooner was the bailiff gone from the houfe, than 
the 
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the fervant went immediately to a neighbouring juftice and 
laid an information againft him for having game tn his poffef- 
fion, not being qualified, and upon which he was conviCted, and 
obliged to pay the full penalty of .51. 





An AN ECDOT E, 


HE following melancholy circumftance happened a few 
days finces As Benjamin and Elizabeth Holmes, a poor 
boy and girl of Conifbro’, near Doncafter, the latter 16, and 
the former 10 years of age, were returning from Tickhill, to 
which parifh they belonged, (and where they had been to pur- 
chafe two ftone of meal, which, from the liberality of the 
epulent, was fold to the poor of that place at the reduced price 
of 1s. per ftone,) they mifled their road, and were loft on 
Cockhill Common, The girl was found on the following 
morning by a perfon going from Maltby to Doncafter market. 
On his afking her fome queftions, fhe faid fhe was loft, and had 
been in the field all night with her brother, who was then dead 5 
bat being benumbed and almoft fenfelefs, the was-unable to 
give any account where fhe had Ieft hia The’ man took her 
to Cockhill Houfe, and with the affiftance of another perion, 
found the boy, by tracing the girl’s footfteps in the fnow, to 
the place where he Jay a mile diftant. After he was carried 
home, every ateans were ufed to reftore animation, but without 
fuccefs. The girl afterwards faid they left Tickhill about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, and on reaching Cockhill it fnowed fo 
faft that they could not find their way, and fat down, expeing 
the ftorm would abate; but the evening being intenfely cold, 
they were unable to proceed, and both fell afleep. The girl 
recollects her brether awaking and complaining of the cold, 
on which fhe took off her cloak and wrapt it round him, giv- 
ing him the bag of meal for a pillow. In this affeéting fituation 
the little boy was found. The fifter is now ill, but not without 
hopes of recovery. 





REFLECTION. 


O reform others perfectly, is as impoffible as vain. What 
have we to do with them then, but to defpife all little ca- 
pricious humours, and to amend ourfelves? 
ECHO 
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ECHO DE PACE, 







































DD” mibi qua gelidis habitas convallibus Echo, 
Cur populus Pacem fie mado clamat? Amat. 

Ad Divam Pacem precibus concurritur?  Itur. 

Ut damnum fugiat trifle colonus? Onus. é 
Rujfticus ergo iterum campos reparabit? Arabit. 

Et tuto curret remigue navita? Ita. 
Omniaque eveniunt in mundo profpera? Spera. 

Largaque nec rerum copia deerit. Erit. 
Si retulifti Echo mihi vera valeto—valeto, 

Donec noftra iterum verba novabis—abis. 





A HINT # LANDLORDS, 
AS the laft year’s crop of wheat proves deficient, and as 


there is reafonto fear that the late fown wheat on heavy 
wet land mult have received injury from the feverity and dura-~ 
tion of the froft, all landlords of eftates will do a benevolent 
act to fociety, by allowing their tenants to fow as much of 
their turnip land as they pleafe with {pring wheat, which may 
be fown for fome time longer; afd as thefe lands are clean, 
full of muck, and highly fertilized by the froft, reafonable ex- 
pectations may be entertained of a good crop, and it may be 
the quickeftand bett means of rettoring plenty, and keeping 
down the price of corn next year; nor will thefe lands be put 
out of their regular courfe of hufbandry by this means, as 
they may as well be laid down in grafs feeds with wheat, as 
with barley or oats. 





Anfwer, by Noah Coles, of Crediton, to F. K. C,’s Enigma, ine 
Jerted January 20, 1794. 


USICK is furely what you mean, 
As is in your enigma feen. 





Anfwer, by Tyro, of Crediton, to Iphicles’s Rebus, inferted the 5th 
of ‘Ffanuary, 1795+ 
4 RSKINE, exalted be his praife! 
Let tkilfull pocts ufe their lays. 
Vout, XXV. 633. 2Q *t* We 
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*t*® We have reccived the like anfwer from W. Haw- = 
kins, and N. Coles, of Crediton. 


A QUESTION, by F. Hofkins, of St. Auftell, 





N a plane triangle, given the fum of each fegment, added 
to its adjacent fide, equal to 48 and 62: Required the fides 
of the A when the areais a maximum, 





4 CHARADE, by F. Collins, of Uffiulm 


ene gents. of Goadby’s valu’d page, 
Lo! thefe few worthlefs lines your thoughts engage; 

A right of honour will my firft unfold, 
Which foon, too foon, I fear you will behold. 





Hail thou, my next! where angels chant and fing, 
And beauteous feraphs fpread their golden wings 5 
Ye youths be now advis’d, ferve God betime, 

Then you'll with them in glorious fplendour fhine. 


Ceafe not at all to read my witlefs verfe, 
Until the fame you can by heart rehearfe ; 
And you will foon my hidden riddle find, 
Ah! may it ne’er difturb my penfive mind ! 








— 


A REBUS, by a Pupil of Mr. Fennell’s School, at Penzance, 


in Cornwall, 





Y* prying wits, firft find me cut 

A town in Devonfhire; 

Ye gents, a carriage for the dead, 
Be pleas’d to make appear. 


A near relation, Sirs, find out; 
A fruit you’ll now expound ; 

A garden root be pleas’d to tell; 
A fifh next muft be found. 


Come, fapient bards, find out my whole, 
Connect the initials right ; 

And thena place of worthip you 
With eafe will bring to fight. 

POETRY. 
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The Vv £S t @ Ns or 
Tue Lecture or FasHion To Mr. Pirr. 


[ as I perns’d the paper, 
Seated in my elbow chair, 
While tobacco’s fragrant vapour, 
Circling, warm’d the frofty air: 
Much the bufinefs of the nation 
Occupied my ferious thought, 
Till the fubje& of taxation 
My reliev’d attention caught. 
Oft I laugh’d, and oft I ponder’d, 
O’er the {ftatefman’s purpos’d {cheme, 
Till I flept, and Fancy wander’d 
Through a wild and pleafant dream: 
Gravely itill, upon my centre, 
By the fire I feem’d to fit, 
When I faw pale Fafhion enter, 
Railing thus at Miffer Pitt: 
** Pretty work, upon my foul, Sir, 
** T, who’ve been fo oft your friend, 
** Thus to fuffer your controu!, Sir! 
** Here then all our dealings end. 
** Muft my powder make a pudding 
** For rude peafants’ greafy plates? 
** Mott it hungry guts be flow’d in, 
** What would drefs a thoufand pates? 
*© How I fee the rafcals munching 
“© What was meant for me and mine? 
*¢ Breaktaft—dinner—fupper—nuncheon ! 
** Stuffing like fo many fwine. 
#* *Tis not for the rich I grumbie, 
«€ What’s to them your paltry tax? 
«¢ But the foor, though not the dumb/c, 
** Who mutt pinch to clothe their backs: 
“€ Pinch their bellies—yes, thou ninny ! 
** Such is oft my vot’ries’ fate : 
*¢ How can thefe then givea GUINEA 
*« But for /eave to drefs the pate? 
** Sce, yon troop, with looks fo horrid ; 
*¢ Thofe are all my children dear : 
How each hangs his drooping forehead, 
“* While each cheek is pale with fear ! 
*¢ Louder rife their plaints, and louder, 
“* Hark! from ev’ry fide they bawi, 
4* Pray don’t take away our powder ! 
“* If you do—take head and all! 
Sure 



























































e60 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


*¢ Sure their cries would move thy pity, 
*¢ Were not thine a marble brealt : 
*¢ How they figh through town and city, 
** When fhall we again be drefs’d ? 
** Lo! yon venerable Tabby, 
** With her poor old eyes brimful ! 
*€ Mutther thin white hairs look fhabby, 
*« And betray the mingled wool ? 
** Look at yon prim virgin weeping: 
*¢ Isit not a fhocking bore? 
** Flying on, inftead of creeping, 
‘¢ From gay thirty to threeicore ! 
«€ All her lovers quit their duty, 
‘* While the jeering vulgar fay, 
** Sure tis time to give up beauty, 
** When the damfel’s locks are grey ! 
*¢ E’en the favour’d {wain avoids her, 
** Of my boafted powder bare, 
*€ Now no more by arts decoy’d, Sir, 
*¢ And returns the braided hair. 
«* Mark yon beau, fo pale and fkinny 
** See his fconce, fo bald before ! 
** Mutt he pay his ex/y guinea, 
** Or be powdered out no more? 
“* Mark the pigtail's flender pleafure, 
«* Mutt he crop it like a prig? 
Shall he forfeit ev’ry pleafure ? 
** Muft—Oh! mutt he weara wig? 
** Thus to live, each barber crying, 
** He has loft his better part, 
** Sure is worfe—far worfe than dying, 
** E’en though {winging from a cart. 
*€ How fhall now the whining lover 
** Hope to win the bafhiul fair? 
** Tongue or eyes will never move her, 
** Unfet off by powder’d hair. 
** E’en the full and comely caxon 
** Soon fhall droop—Oh! Gods! it thall ; 
“© All diforder’d, lank, and black, foon 
** Shewing through its greafy caul. 
** Now no more the fpruce mechanic, 
** Coxcomb of the Sabbath-day, 
** (Struck by thee into a panic, ) 
** Shall his powder’d curls difplay. 
** Now the mifer fhall no longer 
‘* A tew {paring grains devote, 
“* Urg’d by views than mine far ftronger, 
** ‘To dilguile a thread-bare coat. 
** Wilt thou not regard my trouble? 
*¢ Oh, withhold the dire decree! 
** ‘Tax them all—nay, tax them double— 
** Only let their fkulls be free. 
** If not gratitude—compaffion 
** Sure tor once may change thy will : 
Only fay then, Miltrefs Fathion, 
** All fhail treely powder ftill.” 








